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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CAPTAIN GEORGE LAWE,SR.
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The "boat people"” of yesterday in Gaspesia
were the distressed Loyalists and veteran
soldiers of the American Revolutionary War
who landed on the shores of Bay Chaleur
from a flotilla of small ships and whale-
boats in the summer of 1784.

This issue of GASPE OF YESTERDAY proposes
to focus on the life and times of Captain
George Lawe, Senior, the Supefintendent of
Loyalists in Bay Chaleur by appointment of
Governor, Sir Frederick Haldimand.







THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CAPTAIN GEORGE LAWE,SR.

The settlement of the Loyalists and veteran soldiers on the
shores of Bay Chaleur in 1784 is of particular interest to
Gaspesians as many of today's families, with deep roots in the
District of Gaspé are descendents. Responsible for the
settlement of these Loyalists was Captain George Lawe, Sr.,
who arrived on the brig, "POLLY" - one of the flotilla of
small ships and whaleboats that carried the settlers from
Quebec to Bay Chaleur., As the career of Captain Lawe was
maiched in adventure and service by the experience of many
of the Loyalist pioneers in Gaspesia, this account will gerve
to supplement the historical study of the late A.D.Flowers,
"LOYALISTS OF BAY CHALEUR".

ANGLO-IRISH ORIGINS

Though the family background of George Lawe, Sr., remains
to be documented, there is reason to believe that he was born
in Ireland circa 1730. His parents and a brother were living
in Ireland in 1782, In 1?94 he returned to Ireland on family
business relating to property left -to him there by his father,
That he had the benefit of a sound education in his youth is
evident from his letters, reports, petitions and memorials
that have survived,

EARLY ARMY CAREER

A military career was the choice of young George Lawe. He
joined the British Army in 1754 and on the outbreak of the Seven
Year's War in 1756 was serving as a Lieutenant in the 76th
Regiment. As the colonial war between England and France escalated
he served in America in 1756, took part in the military
expedition against the French West Indies in 1759 and was severely
" _wonnded as a participant in the daring British assault on the
strategic Island of Belle Isle off the coast of France. During the
reduction of the French island of Martinique in 1762 by the
forces under the command of General Monckton, George Lawe won the
command of a company and purchased his commission as Captain with

hm mmasnmaadae adf n SewmaT1TT o w2 *r et 2 1. - - -



2.
Islands until the end of the War in 1763. Then, in common with the
lot of many of his fellow Army officers, he was reduced to half-
pay and retired to the Army reserve,

A DIFFICULT DECADE

The period of ten years from 1764 to 1774 were, according to
his own testimony, difficult ones for George Lawe. He noted that
during that time he experienced many private misfortunes, which,
together with the unavoidable expense attending a family, obliged
him to sell his half-pay as a British Army Officer. Unfortunately,
it has not yet been possible to reconstruct his llfe during this
difficult period from contemporary records. The name of his wife
remains unknown but it is known that their family consisted of
four sons and possibly a daughter. The personal name of Tonnendine,
the second name of their youngest son, John T.Lawe, may reflect
the maternal family name. *

-

THE SEIGE QF QUEBEC -1775 ®

In 1774, as reward for his earlier military service at the
reduction of Martinique, George Lawe obtained from Governor Tryon
of the Province of New York, the grant of 3000 acres of land in
that colony located near Lake George. However, the outbreak of the
American Revolution wholly deprived him of that grant. Realizing
that revolutionary war was imminent in America, he left home and
family to sail for America in 1775 . There, hearing that the
fortress of Quebec, the key to control of the St.Lawrence, was
threatened by American attack, he made his way there to offer his
services to General Carleton. He served as Engineer of the
beseiged garrison throughout the siege of Quebec by the American
armies of Montgomery and Arnold and was a member of the Council
of War that planned Quebec's defence. In action, his initiative
and bravery was responsible for the defeat of a major American
assault on the walls of Quebec on the last night of December,
1775. His services in general and on that occasion in particular (“)
were recognized by General Carleton. It is of interest to note
that he was one of four officers recommended by Carleton to the
King for Royal Approbation. Among his fellow officers during the
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defence of Quebec were Nicholas Cox, who was named subsequently

to be Lieutenant Governor of Gaspé and Francis Le Maistre who
would succeed Cox in that post in Gaspesia. After the lifting of
the American siege George Lawe was awarded a commission as Captain
in the 84th Regiment - Royal Highland Emigrants - commanded by
Colonel Allan Maclean. The role of George Lawe in the defence of
Quebec is recorded in detail in a number of historical records

and accounts of the time.

Pollowing secret service missions for General Carleton along
the St.Lawrence, Captain Lawe requested permission to join the
military expedition of General Burgoyne against .the Americans. He
was appointed as Assistant Engineer and Bridge Master. When the
Burgoyne army met with™disaster at Saratoga, Captain Lawe made good
his escape from the Americans and returned to Quebec to rejoin
the 84th Regiment. In 1777 he served as the Barrack Master for
Montreal and Fort Chambly. <

FAMILY AND SECOND MARRIAGE

Information on the sons of his first marriage is contained in
memoriaks submitted by Captain Lawe. In that year one of his sons,
whoge first name does not appear in British Army records dbut who
was an Ensign in the u?th'Regiment. lost his life at sea while en
route from England to join his Regiment in America. Another son,
possibly Robert Lawe was then serving as a Lieutenant in the 60th
Regiment. Army Records show a Robert Lawe commissioned as Ensign
in the 3rd Battalion of the 60th Regiment and his subsequent
promotion to Lieutenant in 1778. A third son, George Lawe, Junior,
the only son of the first family to survive his father, was to
settle at Niagara. His career will be recalled later in this account.
Yet another son, John Tonnendine Lawe, fourteen years of age,
arrived in Quebec circa 1776 and joined the 84th Regiment as a
volunteer,

As noted, the name of the first wife of George Lawe, Sr.,
remains unknown, as yet. She is presumed to have died prior to
1778 for in September of that year Captain Lawe and Rachel Franks
of Montreal were married by the Rev, Veyssiere in the Protestant
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merchant of Montreal with interests in the fur trade of the upper
Great Lakes region. Signing the marriage register was John Franks, (T)
thought to have been another brother-in-law of George Lawe. '
In December, 1779, George and Rachel Franks Lawe had a son, John,

who was baptised at Christ Church (Anglican) in Montreal. That

the family continued to reside at Montreal is evident from a

1781 Deed Of Sale for the purchase of land in that city by John

Franks and Captain George Lawe of the 84th Regiment.,

FINANCIAL TROUBLES AND NEW DIRECTIONS

Serious financial distress that Captain Lawe attributed to
a Mrs.Franks, likely his mother-in-law, obliged”"him to sell his
treasured commission in the 84th Regiment in 1782 and to appeal
to his friends, including the Governor, Sir Guy Carleton and
Brigadier Allan MacLean for aid and support. The sympathy and
practical help that he received in his distress enabled him to
purchase a commission for his son, John Tonngndine. and to
find other service in the reception and care of the Loyalist {j
refugees who were flooding into Quebec from the American colonies
and were being provided with temporary accommodation in camps
along the St.Lawrence, downriver from Montreal.

When it was agreed that one group of the distressed
Loyalists would settle on the shores of distant Bay Chaleur,
Captain Lawe was involved in their preliminary movement to the
port of Quebec and embarkation on the ships that had been pro-
vided to carry them to Gaspesia. Indeed, he sailed with them in
his official role as Superintendent of Loyalists in the Bay of
Chaleur. In August, 1784, Lieutenant-Governor Nicholas Cox would
include in his report to Governor Haldimand the RETURN OF CAPTAIN
GEORGE LAWE on the number, situation and needs of the Loyalist
settlers.

In the repott of the lots drawn by the Loyalists at
Paspebiac shortly after their arrival in Bay Chaleur George
Lawe is shown as having received Lot. No.67 of 100 acres and (?j
John Lawe, Volunteer, Lot No.3 of 50 acres.

By November, Captain Lawe was back in Quebec to report

to tﬁé Governor and deliver dispatches from Nicholas Cox.
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Governor Haldimand directed him to ensure a continuing supply of
food and other needs to the Loyalist settlement and ordered the
payment without delay of Captain Lawe's personal allowance for the
past six months. Through such direct and personal involvement
with the pioneer Loyalist families of the Bay Chaleur settlement,
Captain Lawe was well known to them. Nor did his personal life,
1liRe theirs, escape tragedy, for his son, John Tonnendine Lawe
drowned in Gaspé Bay while enroute to Bay Chaleur. The loss of
that promising young son, only twenty-two years of age, must have
been a bitter blow to his father and the Lawe family.

While it seems clear that Captain George Lawe, Sr., did not
settle in Bay Chaleur, it remains an open quesfion if the Allan
Law that settled at New Carlisle some years later and whose
descendents continue to live in Gaspesia to this day, was a
relative. Church records indicate that Allan Law was born in
Ireland circa 1787 and was the only known member of the Law
family to settle in Gaspesia after the arrival there of the
Loyalists under Captain George Lawe in 1784, Research continues
on this question.

GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENTS

On the departure of Sir Frederick Haldimand as Governor of
Quebec¢, Sir Guy Carleton, now the Lord Dorchester, returned to
Quebec for a second term as Governor. In 1785 he appointed his
companion-in-arms, Captain George Lawe, Sr., as a Commissioner
of the Peace for the District of Quebec and three years later
named him as a member of the Commission on the Jesuit Estates.
The reports of the proceedings of that Commission, recorded in
detail in the Journals of the Legislative Assembly of Quebec,
show that Captain Lawe was active in its work and that, on
occasion, meetings of kthe Commission were held at his Quebec home.
He was charged with liason between the members resident in
Quebec and Montreal and had ready access to the person of Lord
Dorchester at the Castle of St.Lewis, Quebec. The period from
1785 until 1790 appears to have been the apex of Captain Lawe's
career, While his public activities during that time are on

record, distressingly little has been found to date on his personal
and home life while resident in Quehecn.
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Circa 1790 Captain Lawe moved from Quebec and located at
Newark (Niagara) in Upper Canada where he had employment as
Overseer of Works under Governor Simcoe. His son, George Lawe,Jr.,
had preceded his father to the Niagara District where he was
involved in survey work, as an officer of the Lincoln Militia
and pioneer settler. In a petition from Niagara in 1792,
Captain Lawe, Sr., stated that he had lost two sons in His
Majesty's service and had yet two sons living in Upper Canada.
He petitioned for a land grant of 3000 acres - "in the Township
of York prayed for by Major Smith or else on Chippewa". Order-
in-Council Warrant Number 1108 of June 22nd.,1793, granted him
3000 acres in the Township of Pickering, consisting of 15 lots
in the ?7th.,8th., and 9th., concessions.

JOURNEY TC ENGLAND AND IRELAND

In the autumn of 1793 Captain Lawe left Niagara to travel
to London, England, bearing letters and official dispatches from
Governor Simcoe of Upper Canada to the British Colonial Office.
In a letter of introduction Governor Simcoe stated: '

"This letter will be transmitted by Captain Lawe,

a very old and distinguished officer of His Majesty's
Service and an Inhabitant of this Province, as this
Gentleman acts as Assistant to the Engineer. He can
speak with propriety to the requests which it is my
duty to make....

Captain Lawe proposes to return early in the Spring

and would be a proper person %o be entrusted with
any dispatches...."

On his arrival in London, Captain Lawe was interviewed by
officials of the Colonial Office regarding the state and needs
of Upper Canada with particular reference to the looming threat
of American invasion. He submitted a personal memorial to the
King and travelled to Ireland on family business. For the first
e in records of his life and career he noted that he was now
oldMand infirm. In the last of his letters found to date, he
was abouit to leave London on his return to Niagara. He had arranged

®)
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passage for himself, his daughter and two sons, from Bristol to
Philadelphia on an American ship. He noted that they would then
face an overland journey of some 800 miles to reach his post at
Niagara.

It remains to be determined if that return journey to Niagara
was ever completed. No later letters of Captain Lawe have been
found to date and diligent search has failed to find any record
of his death and burial at Niagara.

CAPTAIN GEORGE LAWE.JR.

Of the sons of the first family of Captain George Lawe, Sr.,
three had lost their lives in His Majesty's service by 1795. A
fourth son, George Jr., a Captain of the lst Lincoln Militia on
the outbreak of the War of 1812-14, was severely wounded in the
American attack on Fort George and made prisoner. In the same
battle his elder son, George William Lawe, only 18 years of age
was kilzed. The Lawe homestead at Niagara was plundered and
burnt by the Americans and their Indian allies. With her husband
captive and her elder son dead, Elizabeth McGrath Lawe, daughter
of a Loyalist, was left in distress to care for her young daughter
and son, John, until the return of her husband from captivity.
Captain George Lawe Jr., served as Usher of the Black Rod in
the Parliament of Upper Canada. He died and was buried at St.
Mark's Anglican Church, Niagara, in 1816.

JOHN LAWE OF THE SECOND FAMILY -GEORGE SR. AND RACHEL FRANKS LAWE

From correspondence of Jacob Franks of Montreal it is known
that in 1795 the Widow Rackdl Franks Lawe returned from England
and placed her son, John "under the protection of her brother,
Jacob Franks". Jacob gsent his sixteen year old nephew to
Mackinaw to learn the fur trade. In that he was sépsuccessful
that, in time, he bought out his uncle's interests and became
associated in the fur trade with John Jacob Astorn, He was early

Society of Wisconsin.




POSTSCRIPT

It is indeed difficult to convey in a brief synopsis of
the life and times of Captain George Lawe, Sr., his indomitable
spirit and the unswerving loyalty of his service. In these
qualities his story is not unique as he shared such qualities
of heart and mind with many of the Loyalists and veteran soldiers
who found new homes on the shores of Gaspesia. It is right and
fitting that their descendents should recognize and appreciate
the rich legacy of initiative and fidelity that they bequeathed.
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it a Council of War held at Juebec on the 1l6th of November, 1775

Srezent - Hector Theophilus Cramahé, Li.-Governor

Lt.Col.llcLean Capt.Hamilton of ye "LIZARD"

- Najor Cox Capt.McKenzie of ye "HUNTER"
Capt. Jones Lt.Nunn, Commending ye "MAGDELEINE"
Capt. Lawe Lt.Pringle of ye "LIZARD"

Lt.Taunce, Acting Town Major Lt.Fowler of ye "™ LIZARD"

The annexed Returns of Provisions, of the Men in the Garrison, and of those
“elonzing to the ships in ye Hardour, who may be employed in the Defenc; of
tze Town, having been laid before the Comeil of War by the Lt.-Goveror. It
is the unanimous Opinion of the Council of Tar that it is for the Benefit
and Honour of His Majeéty's Service at 21l Events to defend the Town to the

last Extremity.

It is likewise their Opinion that the suburbs of St.Johns and all the Houses
aijoining to the Fortifications and Defences of the Town, which may 2fford

Shslter to ye Enemy, should be destroyed as soon as possible,

Also that as many Pilots as can bte procured should te seat to Zurope asoard
tne "ZIFRESS", which is to carry the Dispatches of the Lt.-Governor, of
Captain Hamilton, the Commanding Officer of ye Troops and the Determination

0% this Council of War,

That a siznal should be azreed unon 9y the Lt.-Covermor and Captain FHamilton
znd bYe then Communicated to His lajesty's Secretary of State and th
Conzanding Officers of ye Fleet and Aray at Zoston, by which it may te made
o™ to the Fleet and Aruy which may come to ye relief of Juelec next Spring,
woether it 18 in the Possession of the King's Troops or not,

Jetd
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That 23 several Masters of Vessels,which have been detained in consequence

o7 +the Epbarzoe 1l2id upon Shipping for the Defence of the Province, have beeno

subjected to zreat Inconveniences and who are zeazlous for the Service, some

T-=ediate Frovision should be made for them by the Lt.-Governor and their

Czse represented to His Xajesty's Secretary of State.

(SIGYED)
Wn.Pooke
A, Maban
Geo.lawe
.1“:.01:1. Sunn

Eoﬂ: ™ Cramahé

John Hamilton
Allan McLean
Nicholas Cox
Henry Caldwell

Thomas Jones

Thoas, Mackenzie

Thog, Faunce

Thos, Princle

O



*"How we were conquerors at & juncturs when we imagined all lost®, says the
journalist, "and at a time when we so little expectsd it, you will now be
.ufomd, viz:= The Govermor being apprised by respeated messengers, some
voluntary while others were ordered to carry him intelligence to the castle,
in rotation of duty, how likely the lower town was to fall into the hands of
the enemy, they having forced our outpost apd nearly gained our last darrier,
he, in consequence of this, with the greatest coolness, ordered an immediate
sortie to be made from the Palace Gate to outflank them, comducted by Capt.
Lawes of the Royal Engineers, which party was covered by a Captain MeDougal
" of the Royal Bmigrants, and this body had no sooner gained the bottom of
the hill than they fell in with the Trearguar of the enemy who wers so much
confounded at sd unexpected an attack that thoy Miatcly threw down their
arms and submitted themselves prisobers without firing a shot. Capt. Lawes
kept boldly advancing (leaving McDougal to dispose of tho enemy who had fallen
into his hands as was thought proper) and soon zained the outpost at Saut au
Natelot which he entered without opposition, none of his party having as yet
come up, Mmchumudﬂctthuhnmdmout. with the great-
Ooat »sang f£roid” "You are all my prisoners”, Py

If the rear party, which consisted of upwards 300, wers astonished at being
made prisoners so unexpectedly, you may well conceive the surprise of those
who had made themselves masters of our past at being addressed in suoh
language. "How”, daid they,"Your prisoners ! You are ours®,
“Yo, No,my dear creatures®, replied he, "I vow to God you are all mine - dom't
mistake yourselves® | ' '
*"Eut were are your men?"
%0 Ho {", says he "make yourselves easy about that matter - they are all about
honmdwinbowithyoninatmu.ng'
Conversatiom to that purpose, for near ten minutes, was carried om, during
which poriodtmpoulmmde o kill him, which was overruled; in the
interim his party a.rr!.nd. made themselves masters of the post, and placing
the enemy between two fires, secpred it, with the assistance of Capt.McDougal.
Phns the whole body of the enemy which had taken possession of the Saunt aun
Matelot were made prisomers. In this manner we within the town weTs released
Q from impending ruin through this unexpected manouvre of the Genera.l by which
means their whole party were either killed, wounded or itaken pz-:l. ners:
among the former were three officers and £ifty privates; forty wers wounded.
Por this brave conduct in the defence of Quedbec Capt.lawes received Royal
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